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things will force England and America
into a coalition of material aims and interests
-the menace of famine on one hand and the
menace of the races on the other.
America can never hope to grapple with the

vellow

vellow peril single handed; England can never
hope to avoid starvation without a binding
political agreement with the great republic.
All other dangers seem insignificant compared
with the laissez faire policy mow in vogue in
regard to this all important, question. Unless
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with the government and
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l"'(‘!‘l"\'\ alone nas test great o1
Nothing founded on selfish interests will stand the onslaughts of chang
and the vici ides of national progress or disruption, and a com-
mercial entente without a natural psychie attraction means nothing in
the hour of political and social strain, France today would as soon join
forces with Germany as bind her forces to any compact with Anglo-
Saxon interests if the French people thought they were losing more,

No one who has lived long

even a little more, than they were gaining.

in France can be 'i(‘"ﬁ- ved into iw”f‘\']n: that the deep animosity mani-
fest by millions of the people against the old order of Freach patriot-
ism may not be turned suddenly against all monarchical governments.

Present day events and portents point to a socialistic president in
France within a short time.

The time is gone when the great mations will go to war like
schoolboys in a passion. in {zermany’s next
war, caleulation and cold blood. Englishmen
who have not lived in Berlin do not understand the Prassian. Bis-
marck divorced the Prussian mind from sentimentality. The next war
will be no dress parade show, but a simple ahair of caleulated famine.
The maneuvers will be directed not against the head and the heart,
but agsinst the stomach.

Just after the Franco-Prussian war some French friends of mine
described the conduct of iermans during the invasion.

The Prussians,” said my * fought with the coolness of human
es which nothing The French soldiers fought with
a passion that soon cooled, the Germans with a cold blooded will that
was crushing; when they made rai private families in search of
wines and provisio they did with
pitiless determins
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1870 was a fighting automaton with a will

wound would Fe be now after forty years of

drill, and discipline far more reasoned, far more desperate, than any
training ever conceived by the Spartans at their best or the Romans

in their supremest triumphs?
The danger menacing England
danger.

is not now a military but

¢

old Roman question of

aerial

The feading the populace is revived

emiconscious indifference.
while avoiding realities.

The phantom just now to England is Germany, and no one seems
able to see that gravest danger lies not in anything military, but
in the danger created by a distance of ful Umum')d miles of
water: having How John Ball
going to maintain the prestige of his proverbial v“"*rf"llf‘m'."'
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They are like men clutching at phantoms

the
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the danger of not enough to eat.

rash for

intimation of famine there would be a genera!l

food. The farmer would soon cease to sell and begin to hide his pro-
visions against the time of his own hunger; the people of the cities
would rush fo* bread and floar; for the first time in England the
proverb “ bread is the staff of life” would suggest sonw’h:ﬂ: hollow
and sepulchral, for the thought of being surroundsd on all by
hostile fleets or airships would of itself paralyze the moral es of
half the population of these islands.

The certain knowledge of the close proximity of battleships loom-

ing over the western | intercepting

or delaying the

merchant steamers ar from America would appall the most
courageons All would feel the erushing imminence of the new
danger. Not a shopkeeper, not a butcher or baker, not a store-
km’pm, not a stockbroker or a banker, not a bishop in his palace or a
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The governmental regulation that makes edu-

on compulsory is really little needed, for
the parents themselves show the greatest eager-
ness to give their children the best school ad
vantages they can afford. In spite of
the maultitude of children who swarm the

streets and the vast number who work in the
industries where the ot

used to advantage,

and in vario

18

P

abor of children can be

school statisties in Japan show a much better

percentage of children of school age in attend

ance than is shown in some states in America.

Recent reports show that there are about 30,000 public and privats
gchools, nearly 120,000 professors and teachers, and about 35

students

in Japan. There is hardly an incorporated city in the empire
that has not at least one kindergarten. Many colleges and univers
ties, public and private, furnish opportunity for higher learning to
thousands of Japanese young men as well as women, but the crown
of them all is the imperial university,
o "
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in the nineteeath century, advanced. In the
twentieth century they are old, obsolete. Thus
with all our knowledge. 1t is a fit  one age:
a misfit in the next. Today it is :..olutionary.
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1y reasons. As our race
I it has more light to see with.
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In a totally d: room we know nothing of its furnishings. Let the
starlight in and we see dim outlines of things; the moonlizht, and we

see more. Light a candle, a gas jet, an electric burner, and with each
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may be asserted that
things on the immediate horizon
of the worker which do not affect him. Espe-
cially in the erowded life of the cities it is a
neécessity that the worker prepare to treat with
a thousand tangible and intangible things
which, while outside his own personality and
life, nevertheless exert a tremendous influence
upon him, year after year. To learn to ob-
serve and know the things that do affect him, and out of his experience
to make the most of his observations in the serving of his ends is
something worth the while of the young man who has his way to make
in the world.

A few year. ago a French scientist startlad the world by the pro-
duction of radinm. Everywhere the world of gcience was stirred by
the pessibilities of the mew discovery, Lut while speculation was at its
height this man who had awakened to find himself famous so far
forgot himself that he was ran ever .nd killed by a vehicle in the
streets of Paris. With mind enough to center the attentions of the

onc? more. The English are an exception to almost every case pre- quicksand. Nothing wo remain as it was. The island known as

sented in history. They are an isiand, and their beautiful dreams England won ike a ship parted from bher moerings, gone from

of eternal prosperity, dreams which “ave lasted ever since the de- what seemed To draw an antithetical picture of

struction of the Spanish armada, they have been hypnotised into a state what would hapy zhest and the lowest social grades in

of chronic lethargy, reduced to a condition of universal languor and such an emergency we have but to sean the doomsday pages of Jern-
—— ——

While having fouriched in a narrow way in “ient Japan, the as 1880, the advice of Minister the first
development of the modern system 1S come since the 1inister to in, a large body of voung were in
restoration of the imperial gover: Admiral Perry's governms posit to the
t previous to this time not ! of Japan commer other cour ) special-

but also by opening the eves of the .lf{:-utim‘»x pf-.;( e to western methods for use deve
¢ 1ti calture stirred the to “new life™ ucatior ar group of young men was

and inte flv. It was natural that J(.mn should E-‘»"‘s :"Wa!‘d
United for her eduecatix 1 ideas.

The United States made nat a great debtor in education
matters when she share, £150.000, of an indenm nity of

2300,000 which Japa pay to ¢ powers for what is known
as the Shimonasaki affair. By specific provisions of the act of con
gress this sum of §150,000 was to be devoted to education in Japan.
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So it is with our ideas of the universe. They are true for the time
being. But added light brings fresh revelations. We describe things
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Also we are changing. The savag vilized man, the scientist,
the poet would each have a dxiforr’n! description of the room in its
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The most daring concej of our most ced thinkers, their
most il 1ating theories may seem primitive, puerile, silly to the
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An eternal fact, how unattainable! A temporary fact, how simple,
how inevitable! Nothing is true forever. Everrthing is true for a
time. Truth absolute is impossible. s omnipresent
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world in its discoveries, he had been incapable of crossing a crowded
street and died in the attempt.

This incident by no means exaggerates a well recognized weakness

of many great minds. Rather it has been characteristic of some of
the world’s greatest thinkers that, engrossed in thought, they have

been deaf aund blind to all outside influences, It has been unfortunate
that this weakness of the minds of 52 many great thinkers has been
looked upon as indicative of their strength. In their concentration of
thought, losing their perspectives with reference to everything else,
they have been little better than imbeciies in their contact with their
fellows. To command sufficient concentration and yet keep in touch
with those other necessary facts of life always must be the mark of
the better brain.

How small may be the observation. yet of what magnitude of
influence only the properly trained mind may determine. I once knew
a man who through a mistaken idea of that which was worthy of ob-
servation and note ruined all his prospects in He never climbed
a pair of stairs without counting the number of steps to the top. In
the vanity of his close observation he never made an observat'on that
was worth whilee He became a hopeless pedant, pursued by the
passion of making observations which find no practical bearing upon
anything that most might bave concerned him. To discover something
about something which nobody else wouid have been interestsu enough
to remark became a craze with him.

Training the mind to ohservation wat shall be worth while at

life.
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not be wasted
is quickened to the next occasion and
in line to profit by the experience.

“ What is worth while observing? " wounld you ask.
answer the guestion for you literallyr and conclusively. This is
thing which must be determined by the judgment of the observer.

The other day I was walking briskly down the street
a young man wearing a new straw hat for whick he had paid £3 or $4.
It was worth my while to observe at the corner mext ahead of us
that a brisk wind was whipping past it, as easily was to be seen by
the ecrowds milling there, But the young man fafled to observe,
stepped into the full and sudden force of the wind, which snapped the
hat from his head and flung it under the wheels truck, which
ground the hat to pieces. It would have been worth $3 or $4 to that
young man to have observed only that one windy crossing and the way
pecple were blown about there, right in front of his eyes, and made it
especially stupid of him not to see.

How valuable the faculty of observation may be, even in minor
things, is suggested often by the absurd position in which a person
finds himself simply because he hasn’t exercised that faculty. Nothing
is more embarrassing than the accusation of stupidity and nething
lends itzelf more to stupidity than does the neglect to observe. It is
only when observation would have spared embarrassment that the
charge of stupidity rests against the biunderer.
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The two classes most steeped are the millionaires and
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titled rich on one hand and the irresponsible poor on the other. The
first have mauy things to lose; the second, n-,f:;i:;g but their lives, to
which they would ecling with frenzied tenacity. The rich live in

affair to escape in yachts, steamers,

mock security, thinking it an easy

automobiles, ete. An atfempt would be made to cross the water by
night, but the danger on the water would be greater than the danger
at bome, and the first thing the government would do would be to put
the people on short ratfons. Then all the available orators throughout
the lsnd would be set to work to talk to the people. The people!
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The absol of truth. The eternal fact is
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hended these great the tewentieth centurr he can live on
earth when he will

comparatively easy to grasp the truth

and the facts of his immediate era,

liscover that whi

ch is in barmony

with the law of levelopment, that which farihers its growth.
eSS
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Bet if lack of ieads to embarrassment and difficulty,
it is no less remark intelligent observation of some of the
slightest things leads the observer to the short, straight cut to his
ends. In many of of life it is necessary that one shall
leave thi nz\ to the observations of se with whom he comes in
contact. he s tion mast be misunderstood if it becomes necessary
baldly to call attention to Yet in just such cireumstances to fail
to observe brings a double burden of rrassment to all concerned,
How many times bave you writhed ot at remembrance of
something you saw or heard which shon been vour cue to avoid

stupidly failed do?

that one thing which of all others you to
Il of us are familiar with that type of person who continually is
g breaks.” He can be depended upon anywhere and at any
time to do or say the characteristically wrong Search for the
and you will lack powers of observation.

thing
amg

cause of it Il find it in his
And almost invariably he is the one worst sufferer for his lack of
intuition. He is too palpably innocent to be suspected of intent by
others, but continually be is upbraidirg himself for fear that Le has
been misunderstood.

That point I would emphasize to the young man preparing for his
iife work is that only through training of the facuities to observations
incidental to ome's environmept can the voung man make the most of
his opportunities. Otherwise he accupies the gosition of 3 man among
his fellows, blindfold and in the dark-

of




